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RECOMMENDATION:                                                                               
a)  That the Overview and Scrutiny Committee review the Councils continued 
membership of The Alliance and make a recommendation back to Council. 
 

 
1. Background  
 
1.1 Council considered a report at a meeting on 7 December 2021, which 

recommended that the subscription to the Alliance be terminated.   
 

1.2 A formal proposal to amend the recommendation was made for this item to be 
referred to the Overview and Scrutiny Committee for them to review and make 
recommendation back to Council. 

 
2.  Introduction 
 
2.1 The Industrial Communities Alliance is the all-party association of local 

authorities in the industrial areas of England, Scotland and 
Wales. 

2.2 The Alliance was formed in 2007 by the merger of the longer-standing 
associations covering coal and steel areas, dating back to the 1980s, and it has 
expanded to include other parts of industrial Britain. 

2.3 Alliance local authorities cover many of the most disadvantaged local economies 
and communities in the country: 



 Decades of job loss have taken their toll on the prosperity of Britain’s 

industrial heartlands 

 There has been progress in regeneration – but too many of the new jobs 

are poorly-paid or insecure 

 Our areas are still home to much of what remains of UK manufacturing, but 

too often these industries and jobs remain under threat  

 
2.4 Membership of the Industrial Communities Alliance is open to all local 

authorities in Britain’s industrial areas. 

2.5 The Alliance operates on a subscriptions basis, depending upon council type and 
population coverage. 

3. Proposals 
 
3.1 The Alliance meet approximately twelve times a year, with six meetings held 

nationally and six regionally.   
 
3.2 Copeland currently pays an annual subscription of £3156, which is now due for 

renewal. 
 
3.3 The subscription was reduced in 2011, and it is understood that having reduced 

the subscription to the minimum, Copeland are now unable to obtain grants 
which raises the question as to whether the Council should remain a member of 
The Alliance.      

 
4. Conclusion 
 
4.1 OSC are asked to review the Councils membership and make recommendation 

back to Council.  
 
 
 
 


